
Students are provided with opportunities to grow and 
develop in many ways through business and school 
collaboration 

Sandhurst School has always valued careers education.  Each year it has successfully retained its Investors in Careers award and 

whilst the School secures excellent examination results the school recognises that an excellent education amounts to more than this.  

Whilst a student may get a high grade in an exam, being successful in the real world requires much more than knowledge, involving a 

more complex and rich set of skills and most importantly values.  It was for this reason that the school was wishing to work with a 

local business to widen the opportunities it could provide for its students.

Through the collaborative work undertaken between Romans Property Group and the school students are provided with opportunities 

to grow and develop in many ways.  These experiences, along with their examination results, will enable each of them to develop into 

successful and happy young adults.

Thames Valley Berkshire Enterprise Advisor Network: Sandhurst School and Romans Case Study 

Sandhurst School is a secondary school in Bracknell, Berkshire. It joined the Enterprise Adviser Network in June 

2016 and was matched with Vanessa Foot, Romans Group Culture & Community Manager in order to help it 

achieve the Gatsby Career Benchmarks.

CASE STUDY
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Thames Valley Berkshire Enterprise Advisor Network: Sandhurst School and Romans Case Study 

A perfect match 
Romans Property Group is committed to a business and education 

collaboration and currently runs a wide range of events for Sandhurst 

School, including:

• student seminars

• a careers carousel exploring cyber security and marketing roles

• work experience (both long and short term)

• enterprise shields

• mock interviews

One project that is of particular note is where Romans Group has 

provided work experience opportunities for a group of disengaged 

students. Romans Group and Sandhurst School are also helping

prepare students for life after school by adopting a more practical 

and applied approach to education and careers advice.

Experience-based and practical learning is critical to addressing the 

skills gaps in Berkshire. Integral to this is building and expanding 

partnerships between academia and the private sector to create a 

more valuable education ecosystem. 

A foot in the right direction
The partnership has demonstrated that incorporating a strong support 

structure is especially helpful to building successful school-business 

collaborations and maximising impact.

Sandhurst School is achieving more benchmarks than any other school 

in the Berkshire Enterprise Adviser Network; 100% across five of the 

eight Gatsby Career Benchmarks. Over 500 students have been 

impacted directly from year groups 9 to 13. 

Some of the student encounters have included a ‘Store Wars’ 

challenge through the Sue Ryder charity and an invitation to the 

Performing Arts students to sing at the Romans Group Annual Awards 

Ceremony. The students performed to 400 guests which enabled 

them to represent the school in a professional capacity.  

A business operation 
Romans Group provides students with an insight as to how a business 

operates, such as its offering and opportunities. It is not all about 

business, the activities being arranged between Romans Group and 

the school also aim to foster teamwork skills, develop confidence and a 

sense of ambition. 

“Experiencing the different platforms of being an estate agent 

has inspired me and made me want to learn more, and as I have 

always wanted to be an estate agent this week has furthered my 

knowledge and has excited me for what may be to come in the 

future.”

A student from Sandhurst School

Contact us thamesvalleyberkshire.co.uk/enterprise-adviser-network.htm 

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook @Berkshire EAN

“The week has had a big impact on these two young people, their 

renewed drive has been noted by their peers, Romans has made a 

significant difference.”

Sandhurst Deputy Headteacher, Justin Southwood
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